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Has experience and 
some GMC competencies

Can join the pathway at any point 
if they meet the relevant job 

requirements and UK right-to-
work criteria

UK Career Pathways 
for Doctors (NHS)

Entry requirements

Considerations Degree length may vary

May be 1st degree or Graduate 
Entry Medicine Degree (GEM). 

Public Health Specialist Training 
entry possible with other degrees.

Degree must have GMC-
approved curriculum

Non-UK 1st degree with or without 
a pre-registration year. 

Must meet UK right-to-work 
criteria.

Clinical Academia

Experience can 
occur at any level. 

Can be informal, via 
PG studies, HE roles, 

fellowships, or 
integrated within 
training e.g. IAT/

WCAT/TOOP

General Practitioner NHS ConsultantOther career options

Full GMC Registration

Foundation 
Year 1

GMC – GP Register GMC - Specialist Register

Uncoupled 
Specialty

Higher ST3/4-8

Training Pathway (CCT) Portfolio Pathway

Overseas 
Graduate

UK 
Graduate

Overseas 
Graduate

Locally Employed 
Doctors

Run-through 
Specialty

Core ST1-3

Higher ST4-8

GP Training

GPST1-3

Uncoupled 
Specialty

Core CT1-3

Specialty and 
Specialist Doctors 

(SAS)

Follow this 
map from 

bottom to top

Progression subject 
to competencies

Competitive 
entry – 

Training only

Competitive 
entry – 

Hybrid path

Alternative 
move possible 

at any stage
RegistrationPost-Register 

Options

Foundation 
Year 2


