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Principal Clinical ScientistLead Biomedical Scientist - Deputy/Service 
Manager

Senior Biomedical Scientist 

== =

Band 6
Specialist

Non-
accredited 
BSc Degree

Associate 
Practitioner

Apprenticeship + PTP 

Work Based Training 
+ part-time degree 

(PTP):
Band 4 entry possible
with L4 qualification/

experience

BSc + NHS/Trainee

Equivalence:
Have a scientific 

degree
+ work in the NHS 

while studying

IBMS + NHS (Trainee)*

Have an IBMS 
accredited degree 

(with no lab 
placement)

GCSEs/
Equivalent

BSc 1st/2:1 
/post-grad

Lab/ 
Healthcare 

Support 
Worker

Associate 
Practitioner

Band 4
Associate 

Practitioner

Band 7
Advanced 

Practitioner

Band 8A/8B/8C
Manager/Principal

Band 8C/8D/9
Consultant 
Practitioner

A-Level BC / 
Equivalent

IBMS Specialist Diploma 
(Specialist Portfolio)

 Trainee Clinical Scientist

Apply

BMS Fast Track 
(Competitive)

*Not available in all 
services

Earn While You 
Learn

HEIW funded 
/Self-funded study 'Sandwich' Degree Clinical Scientist

(Highly Competitive)

Level 2/3+4 
Diploma in HCS

PTP
Practitioner 

Training 
Programme

STP
Scientist 
Training 

Programme

Specialise

Specialist Biomedical Scientist 

Complete DEP/HSD or
MSc (possible from registration)

Apply

with no 
placement

IBMS with Lab yr

Have an IBMS 
accredited degree with 
a year out to gain lab 

experience

PTP @ Cardiff Met

Fully funded IBMS BSc 
in HCS @ CMU with 

integrated 
NHS placements

Band 2/3
Support Worker/

Assistant Practitioner

STP

Scientist Training 
Programme:

Have a scientific 
degree then complete 
post-grad training in 

an NHS role

with 1 year
laboratory
placement

Lab/ 
Healthcare 

Support 
Worker

Band 6
Specialist 

Practitioner

Higher Leadership and Management 
Qualification

Band 5 
(Annex 21)

IBMS Non-accredited 
degree assessment 

Top-up
Modules

APT Route

MSc Clinical Science

Equivalence route 
with IBMS/AHCS

GCSEs/
Equivalent

Band 5
Registered 

Practitioner

£

DClinSci/
PGDip/PhD

FRCPath (1+2)

HSS
Equivalence

Higher Specialist 
Scientist Training

FRCPath 1*

FRCPath 1*

RCPath/IBMS 
Advanced Specialist Diploma

(only available in Cellular Pathology)

£

ApplyApply

APT

Anatomical 
Pathology Technician:
Apply - Band 4 Trainee 

APT

£

Apply

£

Pathology Careers in NHS Wales £NHS Role Registration Funding 
available

Not available in 
all areas/cases

Entry Qualifications

Considerations

Route Description

Clinical Science - Dual Registration

£

IBMS 
accredited 

Degree

Apply

Top-up 
Modules

£

£

IBMS Registration Portfolio leading to Certificate of Competence

Apply

Follow this map from 
bottom to top

£

£

£

£

£

Register with HCPC as Clinical Scientist

Register with AHCS as
HCS Practitioner*

Trainee Biomedical 
Scientist

*primarily 
Genetics/
Infection 

specialties

IBMS Portfolio

Apply

Apply 
(Highly Competitive)

Part-Time 
degree (PTP)

Register with HCPC as Biomedical Scientist

Apply 
(Highly Competitive)

Registered Biomedical Scientist

(Senior) Clinical Scientist

Registered 
HCS 

Practitioner

Portfolio PTP

Level 3 Diploma 
in HCS (APT)

APT

Level 4 Diploma 
in HCS (APT)

Senior 
APT

Apply

£

Register with Science Council as 
Registered Scientist (optional)

Level 7 Diploma e.g. 
Management of the 

Dead

Apply

Lead APT

Expert/Advanced 
Practice professional 

development

Apply

MSc Healthcare 
Management or 

equivalent

Apply

APT Section Manager

Management 
professional 
development

Apply

Mortuary Manager

Register with Science Council as 
Chartered Scientist

£

£

Apply

Diagnostic reporting – 
histological/CT scan

£

Trainee 
APT

Band 4/5

Career pathway continues on to Clinical Director, Assistant/Deputy/Executive Director of AHP and Health Science

Advanced Practice 
APT 

Consultant Clinical Scientist +
Head of Department/Leadership roles

Consultant APTConsultant Biomedical Scientist +
Leadership Roles

FRCPath 2

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Work-based learning 
programme

Portfolio of evidence

NSHCS Certificate of 
Completion

*Some specialities 
required FRCPath 1 
prior to starting HSS

FRCPath 2

HSSE Portfolio of 
evidence

AHCS - Higher Specialist Scientist Register (HSSR)

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

£
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Apply

Apply

Apply

Apply
Apply

Register with AHCS as Healthcare 
Science Practitioner

Apply

£

Portfolio of evidence

AHCS PTP Equivalence APT 
Certificate of Competence

Work based learning

Certificate of 
Completion

£

£

£

£


