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Levels 1 and 2a Oral Surgery Curriculum 





The following list of OS procedure types, complexity levels and venues have been taken from the All-Wales Oral Surgery Referral Handbook for General Dental Practitioners 2021 Version 1.5. This document was formulated following feedback from Wales Oral Surgery Managed Clinical Networks (MCNs), Local Dental Committees (LDCs) and the Welsh Dental Committee. For specific case examples please consult the Handbook.
These lists are for guidance and are not meant to be prescriptive. Deviation from this guidance may be appropriate if circumstances allow, for example: closure of an oro-antral communication/fistula in general dental practice undertaken by a Level 1 primary care practitioner competent in undertaking such procedures; or a Level 3 procedure undertaken by an OS/OMFS consultant in an intermediate or care setting.  
In Wales, Level 2 care has been separated into Level 2A: Intermediate Care (suitable for a Dentist with Enhanced Skills) and Level 2B: Specialist Care, to adequately reflect the scope of treatments provided by DES practitioners and OS specialist services in primary care. However, the scope of treatments provided by any clinician will depend on their contractual agreements and level of experience.

	
Level of Service:
	Level 1
	Level 2a
	Level 2b
	Levels 3a and 3b

	Anticipated Performer:
	All General Dental Practitioners
	Oral Surgery DES Practitioners
	Specialist Oral Surgeon
	Consultant Led Care

	Anticipated Setting:
	Primary Care Setting
	Primary Care Setting
	Primary Care Setting
	Secondary Care Setting e.g. Hospital

	Procedure Type and Subtype

	Management and 
extraction of erupted tooth/teeth 
	All procedures 
	Y 
	 
	 
	 

	Management and extraction of erupted uncomplicated third molars
	All procedures 
	Y 
	 
	 
	 

	Surgical removal of teeth or roots (including uncomplicated third molars) likely to: 
	Involve soft tissue only 
	Y 
	 
	 
	 

	
	Involve division and/or bone removal 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 
	 

	
	Be close (within 2mm on x-ray) to maxillary antrum  
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 
	 

	
	Involve a palatal or lingual approach 
	 
	 
	Y 
	Y 

	
	Involve unerupted ectopic or supernumerary teeth 
	 
	 
	Y 
	Y 

	Closure of oro-antral communication or fistula 
	Without antral access for tooth or root retrieval 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 

	
	With antral access for tooth or root 
retrieval, e.g., Caldwell Luc 
	 
	 
	Y 
	Y 

	Surgical removal of impacted third molar likely to: 
	Involve soft tissue only 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 
	 

	
	Involve bone removal 
	 
	Y 
	Y 
	 

	
	Involve tooth or root division 
	 
	Y 
	Y 
	 

	Coronectomy of third molar 
	All procedures 
	 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 

	Procedures involving hard or soft tissue likely to compromise major nerves 
	All procedures 
	 
	 
	Y 
	Y 

	Removal of supernumerary teeth 
	Erupted requiring simple extraction 
	Y 
	 
	 
	 

	
	Unerupted/ impacted/ ectopic requiring surgical extraction 
	 
	 
	Y 
	Y 

	Surgical exposure of tooth 
	Buccal/labial approach +/- bonding of orthodontic bracket 
	 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 

	
	Palatal approach 
	 
	 
	Y 
	Y 

	Enucleation of cysts of jaw 
	Non-suspicious radicular (periapical) cysts not likely to compromise major nerves 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 
	 

	
	Odontogenic and non-odontogenic cysts 
	 
	 
	Y 
	Y 

	Apicectomy of tooth * 
	Single-rooted anterior teeth where root canal is adequately obturated 
	 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 

	Excision of nonsuspicious lesion of oral soft tissues (See All-Wales Oral Medicine Referral Guide) 
	For example, apparent denture induced hyperplasia, fibro-epithelial polyp, mucocele 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 

	TMJD 
	Initial management 
	Y 
	 
	 
	 

	
	Management that has not responded to simple interventions or meets modifying factors for referral 
	 
	 
	 
	Y 

	Understand and assist in early referral of patients with possible pre-malignant or malignant lesions 
	All conditions 
	Y 
	 
	 
	 

	Management of dental trauma including reimplantation of avulsed tooth/teeth 
	All conditions 
	Y 
	 
	 
	 

	Drainage of dentoalveolar abscess 
	Intra-oral approach 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 
	 

	
	Extra-oral approach 
	 
	 
	 
	Y 

	Management of haemorrhage following tooth/teeth extraction 
	All conditions 
	Y 
	 
	 
	 

	Placement of an uncomplicated dental implant in accordance with NHS protocols 
	All procedures 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y 
	Y




Oral Surgery Level 2a indicative supporting competencies (for information – Ref: Gateway number: 08479)






Knowledge

· Demonstrate full anatomical knowledge relevant to surgical practice 
· Awareness of tissue spaces and spread of infection 
· Appropriate understanding of therapeutics

Clinical
· Ability to take comprehensive history 
· Conduct a thorough clinical examination 
· Recognise any need for relevant laboratory and diagnostic tests 
· Generate a comprehensive differential diagnosis using all relevant information.
· Assess and understand the relevance of the patient’s medical history and current drug history on oral health and specifically oral surgery treatment. 
· Recognise significant early indications of diseases present intra- orally, particularly systemic conditions and malignant disease. 
· Maintain legible and contemporaneous records. 
· Recognise if a diagnosis is out with the competence of the DES and describe the appropriate referral procedure. 
· Accurately judge when and when not to intervene in a clinical situation and recognise
· Ability to diagnose and institute effective initial management for all common medical and dental emergencies including any arising from treatment complications.
· Be able to manage (including diagnose, plan and operate) patients with conditions listed under Level 1 and 2a oral surgery complexities

Communication
· Communicate effectively within clinical networks

Clinical Governance
· Evidence of clinical governance (including audit) of relevance to Oral Surgery in which the practitioner has been personally involved in.
· Evidence of being included in a managed clinical network (where appropriate).
· Evidence of reporting of critical incidents. 
· Evidence of reporting and recording complication rates.



image1.jpeg
Addysg a Gwella lechyd
Cymru (AaGIC)

Health Education and
Improvement Wales (HEIW)




