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Medical Physics Careers in NHS Wales
Career pathway continues on to Assistant/Deputy/Executive Director of AHP and Health Science

Band 9
Clinical Director

£NHS Role Registration Funding 
available

Not available in 
all areas/cases

Follow this map from 
bottom to top

Entry Qualifications

Route Description

Considerations
Earn as you learn PTP Other degrees

 Specialised: 
Clinical Science

Highly Competitive

 PTP BSc at Swansea 
only certain specialties

Fast-track: Integrated 
Placements

Physics BSc

E.g. Cardiff University

Not used in North Wales 
due to logistics

Scientist Training Programme

Not available in all areas. 
Candidates for STP must have a 
1st or 2:1 to meet the National 

School of Healthcare entry 
requirements in a Physics 

Science

Alternative training 
scheme

 Lead Technologist/Site Lead

ApplyApply

ACS/IPEM guided training 
scheme

Swansea MSc IPEM Accredited. 
More flexible, less prescriptive. 
Entry requirement is an MSc, 
ideally accredited by IPEM in 

Medical Physics

BSc Science (or 
equivalent) or 
HCS Diploma 

Level 3/4

 A-Levels 
BC/ 

Equivalent

Higher Leadership and 
Management Qualification

 BSc (Physics 
related or Applied/

Pure Science 
depending on 
specialism) - 

minimum

MSc in Medical 
Radiation Phys at 

Swansea or 
experience to 

demonstrate Level 7 
Good Scientific 

Practice

Clinical Technologist route

Some funded places per year 
for employees in Radiotherapy 

Physics and for Nuclear 
Medicine. Candidates will need 

to meet Swansea University 
entry criteria

Accredited by RPA 2000 (or 
equivalent specialties) (optional)

Apply

Apply

Advance Practice Clinical Technologist

Consultant Clinical Scientist

Trainee Clinical 
Scientist

Band 6

Apply

Apply

Apply

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Portfolio of 
evidence

PhD or equivalent

Higher 
Specialist 
Scientist 
Training

ACS Certificate of 
Attainment

Portfolio of 
evidence

DClinSci/PhD

£ £

 AHCS - Higher Specialist Scientist Register (HSSR)

HSS 
Equivalence 

route

Apply

£

Certificate of 
Competence

Principal Clinical Scientist 
+ MPE/RPA/RWA/LPA roles where applicable

Prior experience

STP Equivalence

Due to significant cross-collaboration of 
medical physics profession withing 

industry and research sectors, those 
with no prior NHS experience, but 

significant experience in these areas, 
may train through a bespoke approach 

using STP equivalence

Prior 
experience in 
industry, or 

research 
relevant to the 

field

Apply

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Register with HCPC as Clinical Scientist

Director of Service

Trainee Clinical 
Scientist

Band 6 Trainee Clinical 
Scientist

Band 6

“Route 2” via 
relevant 
Training 

Programme

Work-based learning 
programme

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence/ACS 

Certificate of 
Attainment

Clinical Scientist

Apply for STP:
Highly Competitive

Apply

Apply Apply Apply

w
ith

 e
xp

er
t i

np
ut

 fr
om

 
th

e 
H

ea
lth

ca
re

 S
ci

en
ce

 
N

et
w

or
k

Equivalence 
Route

Portfolio of evidence

£

PTP 
Equivalence 

Route

Additional formal 
education as required

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Portfolio of evidence
£

Healthcare Science AssociateHealthcare Science Associate

ApplyApply

 Registered Healthcare Science Practitioner/Clinical Technologist

  Register with AHCS as HCS Practitioner

PTP
Practitioner 

Training 
Programme

Apply

  Or register with RCT as Clinical Technologist

Apply

PTP Portfolio

£

£STP
Scientist 
Training 

Programme

MSc Clinical Science

Work-based learning
£

£ £

RCT 
Equivalence 

Route

Portfolio of evidence


