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Summary of Education Commissioning and Quality Committee 
held on 9 April 2020

Due to the current public health emergency we were unable to hold our April meeting of the Education Commissioning and Quality Committee in public. As a result, we have produced this summary of the meeting. We will also publish the unconfirmed minutes of the meeting within 14 days of the meeting. The papers discussed can be found in the corporate section of the Health Education and Improvement Wales (HEIW) website https://heiw.nhs.wales/. 

Although held via Skype, the meeting was carried out as normal, with the necessary number of committee members in attendance for decisions to be made and formally agreed. 

Welcome and Minutes.  
The Chair, Ruth Hall, welcomed everybody to the meeting during this challenging period.

The Committee approved the minutes from the previous meeting, held on 16 January 2020.


1. COVID-19 and its impact on the tender of the health professional education contracts

The Committee noted how important the tender process is. This will set the scene for health professional education over the next 10 year. 

It was confirmed that the original timetable for the tender process was no longer doable due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Committee  considered a revised timetable which would delay the start of the tender process but not the go-live date of the contract. The go-live date would continue to be September 2022. It was highlighted that any further delay to the timetable was likely to cause a delay in the September 2022 deadline.  

The Committee noted the revised timetable and the risks. 

2. Impact of COVID-19 on nursing and midwifery education provision and the role of students in helping during the crisis
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Consideration was given to the impact of the current crisis upon training for nursing and midwifery students and how they will provide support to the NHS workforce. In particular it was confirmed:

· nursing and midwifery students in their final year and in the last six months of training will have the option of undertaking the final period of their programme as a clinical placement;
· nursing and midwifery students in their second year or in the first six months of their final year will have the option of spending 80% of their time in clinical practice and 20% in academic studies.

The Committee noted the update for information.

3. Impact of COVID-19 on medical education provision and the role of students in helping during the crisis

Consideration was given to the impact of the current crisis upon training for  students studying medicine, pharmacy and dentistry and how these students will be able to support the NHS workforce. In particular  it was confirmed that:

· final year medical students are to be graduated early where possible, in Wales this will follow their Senior Studentship role;
· foundation year 1 medics did not rotate in their final year, this was done to reduce pressure on the NHS workforce at this time;
· final year dentistry and pharmacy students will be given the opportunity to contribute to the NHS temporary workforce.

4. Quality report of health education contracts

The Committee received a report which provided a summary of the performance of HEIW’s education providers. The report did not find any areas of concern and that all providers were providing students with a good overall experience. HEIW and Universities are committed to ensuring consistent high quality teaching for students and continuing to work closely to achieve this.

5. Quality assurance review of post graduate medical education (PGME)

This report provided the Committee with an update on the quality of postgraduate medical training areas. It was confirmed that there are six areas currently in enhanced monitoring. The current position of each area was considered and the next steps to de-escalate them from enhanced monitoring.

6. GMC annual quality assurance summary

[image: ]The report provided the Committee with the outcome of the GMC Quality Assurance visit to HEIW’s Medical Deanery. The GMC report confirmed that HEIW’s Quality Assurance processes within its Medical Deanery reached the required standards of the GMC. 
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