Summary of HEIW’s Audit and Assurance Committee held on 26 May 2020

Due to restrictions imposed during the current public health emergency we were unable to hold our 26 May meeting of the Audit and Assurance Committee in public. As a result, we have produced this summary of the meeting and will publish the unconfirmed minutes of the meeting within 14 days of the meeting.  The papers discussed can be found in the corporate section of the Health Education and Improvement Wales (HEIW) website https://heiw.nhs.wales/. 

Although held via Skype, the meeting was carried out as normal, in line with due process, with the necessary number of committee members in attendance for decisions to be made and formally agreed. 

Welcome and Minutes.  

The Chair, Gill Lewis, welcomed everybody to the meeting during this challenging period.

The Committee approved the minutes from the previous meeting of HEIW’s Audit and Assurance Committee, held on 6 May 2020.

1. Counter fraud

The Counter Fraud and Corruption Annual Report (Counter Fraud Report), providing a written report on the work undertaken by HEIW’s Local Counter Fraud Specialist during 2019/20 was received by the Committee.

The Counter Fraud Report summary of risk gave HEIW an overall ‘Green Rating’.

The Committee noted the report.

2. Draft Annual Governance Statement

The draft Annual Governance Statement (AGS) was received and considered by the Committee. The Committee suggested further amendments to the document.

The Committee noted that the draft AGS had been filed with Welsh Government on 22 May for comment.

The Committee noted the draft AGS and requested that a review of the Annual Governance Statement Actions be undertaken mid-way through the year.
 



3. Review of Final Annual Accounts 2019/20

The Committee received an update in respect of HEIW’s Annual Accounts process for 2019/20.
It was confirmed that, subject to the final audit, HEIW is currently assessed to have meet its legal obligation in 2019/20 to break even on both its day-to-day and capital spending. The final accounts will be considered for approval at the Board meeting on 25 June in line with the revised timetable for annual reporting.
4. Audit of Accounts Report - HEIW

The Committee received a summary of the main findings following an audit of the HEIW’s 2019/20 accounts, conducted by Audit Wales.
The Audit Wales summary was noted and welcomed by the Committee.
5. Welsh Government Guidance Note: Discharging Board Committee Responsibilities during COVID-19 Response Phase

The Committee considered the Welsh Government Guidance Note which highlighted areas of Board and Committee work requiring particular focus as a result of the response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Committee noted the areas highlighted within the Guidance Note which were of relevance to HEIW together with the proposed actions to be implemented by HEIW.

6. Audit Wales Work Programme

The letter from the Auditor General outlining the work of Audit Wales for the next year was noted by the Committee.

