Summary of HEIW’s Audit and Assurance Committee held on 6 May 2020

Due to restrictions imposed during the current public health emergency we were unable to hold our May meeting of the Audit and Assurance Committee in public. As a result, we have produced this summary of the meeting and will publish the unconfirmed minutes of the meeting within 14 days of the meeting.  The papers discussed can be found in the corporate section of the Health Education and Improvement Wales (HEIW) website https://heiw.nhs.wales/. 

Although held via Skype, the meeting was carried out as normal in line with due process, with the necessary number of committee members in attendance for decisions to be made and formally agreed. 

Welcome and Minutes.  

The Chair, Gill Lewis, welcomed everybody to the meeting during this challenging period.

The Committee approved the minutes from the previous meeting of HEIW’s Audit and Assurance Committee, held on 1 April 2020.

1. Internal Audit

Two Internal Audit reports were presented at the meeting:

1. Information Governance/GDPR
2. IT/Digital Review

Both have been assessed as providing ‘reasonable’ assurance. This means the Committee was confident that, as an organisation, HEIW has the right levels of controls in place to manage any risks identified in each document.

The draft Head of Internal Audit Opinion and Internal Audit Annual Report for 2019/20 (Draft IA Annual Report) was also presented and considered by the Committee.

[bookmark: _Hlk39764050]The Draft IA Annual Report and the two Internal Audit reports were  noted by the Committee.
 
2. Procurement Compliance Annual Report 2019/2020

The Annual Report, providing an update on the procurement activity for 2019/20, was considered by the Committee.

The Annual Report was noted for assurance.

3. Senior Information Risk Owner (SIRO) Report 2019/20

The SIRO report, providing an annual update on information governance challenges and outlining compliance with regulatory requirements was considered by the Committee.

The SIRO report was noted by the Committee for assurance.

4. Review of the Draft Accounts 2019/20

The HEIW draft accounts for 2019/20 were reviewed by the Committee.

[bookmark: _Hlk39738243]It was reported that, subject to audit, HEIW met its financial duty in 2019-20 to break even on both its day-to-day and capital spending. 
 
The draft accounts were discussed by the Committee.

5. Any other business – annual reporting

It was agreed that an additional meeting of the Audit and Assurance Committee be scheduled for 23 June. 

This additional meeting was required to support the revised timetable for the filing of HEIW’s  Annual Accounts and Accountability Report. The deadline for filing these documents has been delayed  by Welsh Government from May to June to assist health organisations during the COVID-19 pandemic.
. 


