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	Health and Safety Executive (HSE)
	Information and Guidance


	1
	The practice has registered with the HSE that radiographic equipment is being used on the premise and confirmed compliance with IRR17 by 5/2/2018.
	All practices should have re-register with HSE by 5/2/2018.
Under IRR17, you’ll need to apply to:
· notify
· register
· get consent – you may need more than one
You’ll need to re-apply even if you’ve previously notified HSE that you work with ionising radiation in line with the new IRR17 which had an original deadline of 05/02/2018
There is fee currently £25 for registration and questions to answer to confirm compliance with IRR17

	2
	HSE have confirmed receipt of notification and this available in the practice.
	Once the registration has been accepted by HSE, the ‘certificate of registration’ and ‘summary details of registration’ should be downloaded and retained by the practice.

	2 (a)
	Appropriate HSE notification of Radon.
	Premises where annual average radon gas activity concentration has been assessed to be above 300 becquerels per cubic metre of air should also make a notification to HSE using the same process as above. Notifications are free of charge

	Radiation Protection File includes the name and contact details of:
	Information and Guidance


	3
	Radiation Protection Supervisor (RPS).
	HSE Ionising Radiation sheet No 6 – Radiation Protection Supervisors irp6.pdf (hse.gov.uk)
FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.18 (page 27)

	4
	Radiation Protection Adviser (RPA).
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.3 (page 5)

	5
	 Medical Physics Expert (MPE) or RPA to act as MPE.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.7 (page 59)

	6
	The ‘Legal person’ – the ‘employer’.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.6 (page 55)

	Radiation Protection File includes the Local Rules and IR(ME)R written procedures
	Information and Guidance


	7
	There is a written risk assessment of the use of Ionising radiation within the practice.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.10 (page 17) and Appendix B (page 102)


	8
	The staff have been informed and trained following the risk assessment of the use of Ionising Radiation
	

	9
	The ‘controlled area’ within each surgery has been identified and there is a written description of the ‘controlled area’.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.11 (page 19)

	10
	There are arrangements for restricting access to each ‘controlled area’.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.11.3.3 (page 22)

	11
	There are working instructions intended to reduce exposure to ionising radiation to employees and members of the public.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.4 (page 6-7)

	12
	There are contingency plans to address reasonably foreseeable accidents whilst using ionising radiation in dental practice. 
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.17 (page 25)

	13
	There is a written annual review of the need to designate any staff as a ‘classified person’.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.13 (page 22)
It would be extremely rare, if ever for dental staff to be designated as ‘classified persons’

	14
	There are written arrangements for use of dosemeter films/ badges within the practice.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.14 (page 22)

	15
	The written results of dosemeter films/ badges are saved and discussed annually with the RPA.
	

	16
	There are written arrangements for pregnant staff in respect of ionising radiation.
	INDG3344 Working Safely with Ionising Radiation:  Guidelines for expectant and breastfeeding mothers.
Working safely with ionising radiationGuidelines for expectant or breastfeeding mothers (hse.gov.uk)
FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.14 (page 23)

	17
	There is a written procedure for identification of the individuals entitled to act as referrer, IRMER practitioner or operator.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.2.1 (page 37), section 3.5.1 (page 48) and section D1 (page 108)

	18
	There is a written procedure for the correct identification prior to a radiographic (x-ray) exposure.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.2 (page 48) and section D4 (page 115)

	19
	There is a written procedure for making enquiries of female patients of child- bearing age to establish if the individual is or may be pregnant.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.3 (page 48) and section D5 (page 117)

	20
	There is a written procedure for information on benefits and risks of exposure 


	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.4 (page 48 - 50) and section D6 (page 117)

	21
	There is written guidance for carers and comforters exposed to a radiographic (x-ray) exposure that must include established dose constraints.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.5 (page 51), section 3.11 (page 63) and section D7 (page 118)

	22
	There is written information for individuals with parental responsibility, or appropriate persons in the case where patients are under 16, or where patients lack capacity to consent to their own medical exposures.
	Explanatory Memorandum to the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2024 Statutory Instrument (SI) section 5.12 (page 4)


	23
	There is a written guidance for the clinical evaluation of every radiograph.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.6 (page 51) and section D8 (page 119)

	
24
	There is a written procedure for the assessment of patient dose.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.7 (page 52) and section D9 (page 120)

	25
	There is a written procedure for the setting, use and review of diagnostic reference levels.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.8 (page 52) and section D10 (page 121)

	26
	There is a written procedure for reducing the probability and magnitude of accidental or unintended exposures 
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.9 (page 53) and section D13 (page 124)

	27
	There are written arrangements for investigating and reporting significant, and clinically significant, accidental or unintended exposures and/or near misses, including a procedure for actions to be taken because of the findings and the documentation process. 
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.10 (page 54) and section D14 (page 125)

Explanatory Memorandum to the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2024 Statutory Instrument (SI) section 5.9 (page 3)


	28
	There is a written procedure for the Quality Assurance of the employer’s procedures
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.5.11 (page 55) and section D15 (page 126)

	29
	There are referral guidelines for all dental radiographs, including a procedure “for making, amending and cancelling any referrals for exposure”.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.2.1.1 (page 37), section 3.6.11 (page 55), section D2 (page 113) and Appendix F (page 130)

Explanatory Memorandum to the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2024 Statutory Instrument (SI) section 5.6 (page 3)


	30
	There are written guidelines to ensure that all dental radiographs are justified and authorised.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.2.2.1 (page 38) and section D3 (page 114)

	31
	There are written protocols for all standard radiographic procedures.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.6.3 (page 58) and Appendix G (page 132-135)

	32
	Records to be kept for each dental x-ray examination.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.8 (page 59)

	33
	There is evidence of annual review of the Local Rules to ensure the document remains up to date and effective.
	[bookmark: _Hlk90650005]FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.16 (page 24)

	34
	There is a policy to ensure cooperation between employers to share relevant patient information including the justification for the exposure.
	Explanatory Memorandum to the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2024 Statutory Instrument (SI) section 5.7 (page 3)





	X-ray Equipment
	Information and Guidance



	35
	There is a written record of the ‘critical examination’ undertaken by the installer of the x-ray equipment
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners 2nd edition section 2.9 (page 16). Examination will be carried out in consultation with an RPA and a report issued 
Check that the supplier/manufacturer has provided information on the safe use, testing and maintenance of the equipment

	
36
	There is a written record of the ‘acceptance test’ before the x-ray equipment is put into clinical use
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners 2nd edition section 5.2.2 (page 84)


	37
	There are written arrangements and evidence of the maintenance and servicing of all the x-ray equipment
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners 2nd edition section 2.20 (page 29); 5.2 and 5.3 (page 84-90)

	38
	There is a written record of the safety testing of all the x-ray equipment as recommended by MPE (a minimum of every 3 years)
In-house QA checks on X-ray equipment should be documented 6 monthly
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners 2nd edition section 2.20 (page 29); 5.2.3 (page 85)
Ref Appendix I (page 143-154)


FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners 2nd edition section 5.2.4 (page 85)


	39
	There is a written inventory of all the x-ray equipment within the practice 
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners 2nd edition section 5.2.1 (page 84)

	40
	There is a written inventory of all the software within the practice utilised to assist operators in clinical evaluation of radiographs.
	Explanatory Memorandum to the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2024 Statutory Instrument (SI) section 5.13 (page 4)


	
Quality Assurance (QA) in Dental radiography
	Information and Guidance



	41
	The Practice has a QA programme of employer’s procedures in the Radiation Protection file.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 5.1.1 (page 83)

	42
	There are QA procedures for training.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 5.1.2 (page 83)

	43
	There is a QA programme for image processing and viewing facilities.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 5.3 (page 86)

	44
	There is QA of clinical image quality.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 5.4 (page 91) and Appendix J (page 155)

	45
	QA audits are undertaken on a regular basis and guidance to ensure that appropriate actions are undertake following the audit.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 5.5 (page 93)

Explanatory Memorandum to the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2024 Statutory Instrument (SI) section 5.8 (page 3)

	IR(ME)R staff roles and training
	Information and Guidance



	46
	Every staff member understands the roles and functions of the IR(ME)R Referrer, Practitioner and Operator.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.2 (page 37)

	47
	All staff understand the GDC scope of practice for dentists and dental care professionals.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 3.3 (page 40)

	48
	A written record of all radiation safety training by employees, reflecting the minimum training standards in Schedule 3 of IRMER to reflect the developments in techniques and practices.
	FGDP:  Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment section 2.21.4 (page 30)

Explanatory Memorandum to the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2024 Statutory Instrument (SI) section 5.16 (page 4)




Useful Documents
· FGDP: Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners on the Safe Use of X-ray Equipment 2nd Edition
· Ionising Radiation Regulations 2017 (IRR17)
· Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2017 (IRMER17)
· Explanatory Memorandum to the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2024 Statutory Instrument (SI)
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