
Band 4
Associate 

Practitioner

Band 5
Practitioner

Work based learning 
programme

MSc Clinical Science

Band 6
Specialist 

Practitioner

Band 7
Advanced 

Practitioner

Band 8A/B
Manager/
Principal

Band 2/3
Assistant 

Practitioner

Clinical Physiology Careers in 
NHS Wales

Band 8C/D/9
Consultant 
Practitioner

£NHS Role Registration Funding 
available
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Entry Qualifications

Route Description

Considerations Earn while you learn HEIW funded study Physiologist NHS 
training programme

Clinical Scientist 
training (highly 

competitive)

 If hold a 
BSc in 

relevant 
science

 PTP/BSc in Healthcare Science at 
Swansea University

 Swansea University commissioned by 
HEIW for Cardiac, Respiratory & Sleep, 

and Neurophysiology: Accredited by 
National School of Healthcare Science

STP

Scientist Training Programme (STP):
Have a scientific degree then complete 

post-grad training in an NHS role

A-Levels 
BBB/BTEC 

DDD or 
equivalent 

BSc 1st/2:1 
minimum 

requirement

Apply

Apply: HSST

Higher 
Specialist 
Scientist 
Training

HCS Assistant

Apply

Level 2/3 Diploma HCS and/or 
professional body certifications

Apply

BSc Healthcare Science

PTP
Practitioner

Training 
Programme

Apply: PTP 
(full or part-time)

Professional body examination 
and/or specialist training modules

Specialist Physiologist

Advance Practice/Senior Physiologist**

PhD/Higher Leadership And 
Management Qualification or 

equivalent

PgCert in Specialist area, MSc in 
Clinical Physiology, Advanced 

clinical practice modules

(Senior) Clinical Scientist**

ApplyApply Apply

Deputy/Service Manager/Lead Physiologist**

HCS Associate Practitioner*

Apply

Level 4 Diploma HCS and/or 
professional body certifications

Equivalence (PTP)

Those with a scientific degree may be 
employed to work in the NHS while 
studying, using the equivalence or 

alternate versions of the Practitioner 
Training Programme (PTP) 

WBL/Apprenticeship

Work-based learning (WBL). Band 4 
entry possible with appropriate 

qualification/experience, e.g. A-Levels 
or with non-related degree

Register with HCPC as Clinical Scientist

*Vascular route only via STP 
or equivalence currently

ACS Route 2

ACS Certificate of 
Attainment

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Portfolio of evidence

MScMSc/Masters modules 
or equivalent

Additional formal 
education as required

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Certificate of 
Completion

Alternative 
accredited 
education

Certificate of 
Completion

£

£

Apply

Register with the Academy for Healthcare Science

NSHCS Certificate of 
Completion

Portfolio of evidence

PhD/Leadership 
qualification or 

equivalent

Apply

Equivalence 
route

In-service route

Portfolio of evidence

DClinSci

Physiologist

Apply

£

£

£ £

Portfolio of evidence

*May also be Band 5 Annex 21 
dependent on qualifications held

Career pathway continues on to Clinical Director, Assistant/Deputy/Executive Director of AHP and Health Science

Consultant Clinical Scientist
(Clinically focussed)

Portfolio of evidence

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

PTP 
Equivalence 

Route

GCSEs/relevant 
experience

A-Levels, Level 3 or 
equivalent

Qualification
Dependent

Apply

Apply

Professional body examination 
and/or advanced training modules

£

HCS Associate Practitioner

Trainee Clinical Scientist 
Scientist 
Training 

Programme

£

Register with HCPC as 
Clinical Scientist

Apply

Register with AHCS on Higher Specialist Scientist Register (HSSR)

Principal Clinical Scientist** and/or training to 
Consultant Clinical Scientist

NSHCS Certificate of 
Completion

HSS 
Equivalence 

route

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Apply

Apply

Apply

£
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Work based learning 
programme

**Both roles at the 
same level are the 

same except for the 
registration held

Equivalence route 
(STPE + HSSE)

**Both roles at the 
same level are the 

same except for the 
registration held

Apply

£

Consultant Clinical Scientist Head of Department 
(Larger departments)

Apply

£

£

£

Apply STP* (Highly 
Competitive)

£

£ £


