
Band 6
Healthcare Science 

Practitioner

Band 7
Advanced 

Practitioner

Band 8A/8B/8C
Manager/Principal

Band 8C/8D/9
Consultant 
Practitioner

Clinical Engineering Careers 
in NHS Wales

£NHS Role Registration
Funding 
available

Not available in 
all areas/cases

Follow this map from 
bottom to top

Entry Qualifications

Route Description

Considerations

£

£

Senior/Expert Clinical Technologist/Rehabilitation Engineer

Lead Clinical Technologist/Rehabilitation Engineer - 
Deputy/Service Manager

Work based learning + PTP

Have GCSEs or relevant 
experience and apply for 
Band 2/3 HCS Assistant 

role

Associate + Top-up 

Have a relevant BSc/
BEng Med Engineering 

(with no NHS placement) or 
other training or education 

with appropriate NHS 
experience

Relevant 
BSc/BEng 2:1 

minimum
 

Band 4
Associate 

Practitioner

A-levels BC/
Equivalent

Clinical Technologist Routes Clinical Scientist
(Highly Competitive)

PTP
Practitioner 

Training 
Programme

BSc Healthcare Science

Practitioner Training 
Programme: Fully 
funded BSc with 
integrated NHS 

placements

Scientist Training Programme

Scientist Training Programme:
Have relevant BSc (Physics/
Engineering) then complete 
post-grad training in an NHS 

role

Higher Leadership and 
Management Qualification or 

equivalent

Band 5
Healthcare 

Science
Practitioner

Relevant 
BSc/BEng

ApplyApply

A-Level 
Physics, BSc 
science or 
equivalent  

GCSEs
/relevant 

experience

Qualification
Dependent

Associate Role + PTP

Have BSc Science or A-
level Physics and apply 

for Band 4 Associate 
Practitioner role

£
PTP Portfolio

Part-Time 
degree (PTP)

PTP Portfolio

Apply

=

Apply

Apply

 Trainee Clinical Scientist

STP
Scientist 
Training 

Programme

MSc Clinical Science

Certificate of 
Completion

External Mentoring

Masters or 
equivalent 
experience

Level 4 Diploma in HCS, or HNC and 
top-up modules

MSc, MRes, Level 7 modules and/or 
leadership training

£

£

Register with RCT as Clinical Technologist (Equivalence 
route for existing non-registered workforce only)

Portfolio of evidence

 Specialist Clinical Technologist/Rehabilitation Engineer

Alternative Training Route

Multiple options for formal training 
programme entry via AHCS STPE or 

ACS Route 2. 
May include support through IPEM 

guided training scheme

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

HSS 
Equivalence 

route

Portfolio of evidence

Leadership and 
Management 

Qualification, Research 
and Innovation 
Developments

Higher 
Specialist 
Scientist 
Training

DClinSci/PhD

£ £

PTP 
Equivalence 

Route

Additional formal 
education as required

Portfolio of evidence

Apply

Or Register with AHCS as HCS Practitioner

Healthcare Science Assistant

Level 3 Diploma In either Engineering 
or Healthcare Science

Healthcare Science Associate

£

Apply

Register as Chartered Engineer*

Apply

£

IPEM Clinical 
Technologist 

Training 
Scheme

Training 
Portfolio

£

Apply

Register with RCT as Clinical Technologist

Clinical Technologist/Rehabilitation Engineer/Healthcare Science Practitioner

Healthcare Science Associate

AHCS - Higher Specialist Scientist Register (HSSR)

Consultant Clinical Scientist +
Head of Department/Leadership roles

ApplyApply

Band 2/3
Assistant 

Practitioner

RCT 
Equivalence 

Route

Portfolio of evidence

£

Apply

Career pathway continues on to Assistant/Deputy/Executive Director of AHP and Health Science

*May also register as 
Chartered Scientist

*May also register as 
Chartered Scientist

Principal Clinical Scientist

Apply

Portfolio of evidence

NSHCS Certificate of 
Completion

Register as Chartered Engineer*

Register with HCPC as Clinical Scientist

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Apply  
(Highly Competitive)
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Work-based learning

IPEM Guided 
Training 

Scheme or 
Local approach

ApplyApply

£

£ £

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Portfolio of evidence
£

Register with HCPC as Clinical Scientist

Clinical Scientist

Apply

ACS Certificate of 
Attainment

Portfolio of evidence

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

£


