Certificate in Oral Health Education for GDC Registered Dental Nurses
Course Overview
Overview
HEIW CERTIFICATE IN ORAL HEALTH EDUCATION
HEIW are committed to supporting Dental Nurses in the development of their career pathway. This Blended Learning Certificate in Oral Health Education (Pilot) is part of developing the existing workforce: education and training to extend skill sets and enable Dental Nurses to work at the top of their GDC Scope of Practice.
This Blended Learning Certificate in Oral Health Education will equip a Dental Nurse wishing to develop professionally to become an Oral Health Educator; they will gain in-depth knowledge and skills around oral disease, modern methods of prevention in line with “Delivering Better Oral Health “(DBOH) and treatment of oral disease allowing them to adapt skills, information and communicate to the specific needs of the patient.
Successful completion of the programme by a registered Dental Nurse will ensure that they have the appropriate knowledge and skills to make a significant contribution to maintaining and improving the oral health of the patient population as outlined in “A Healthier Wales”. This Pilot programme offers the opportunity to undertake the whole programme and seek to receive a Certificate in Oral Health Education.
 Flexible Learning 
There are plans in the future to offer access to various modules and units within the Certificated course that will enable learners to target their knowledge and skills in a particular area; this course will be available enabling Dental Nurses to take a flexible approach to their course of study to ensure an appropriate work life balance. This will allow Dental Nurses to study in small chunks having control over the pace of study. The programme leads will discuss the most appropriate pathway to the learner in pre-course consultations.
 Course Aim 
Successful completion of this Pilot programme will equip a Dental Nurse wishing to develop professionally to become an Oral Health Educator; they will gain in-depth knowledge and skills around oral diseases and modern methods of prevention and treatment of oral disease allowing them to adapt skills, information and communicate to the specific needs of the patient.
 Course Requirements
· Registered with the General Dental Council
· Hold a current IP&C certificate 
· Hold a current BLS certificate (within 1 year)
· Hold appropriate Indemnity
· Have support of a GDC registrant to act as a supervisor +/- Mentor
· Have the support of their employer to attend and complete the course 
· Have regular access to a computer with Internet access
· Have access to a range of Dental Treatments and Patient Care groups
· Self-motivated and ability to work independently
· Making Prevention Work in Practice (MPWiP) is desirable for this pilot course
 Course Assessment
· Attend dedicated study days and attendance must not fall below 85%
· Complete all 5 Modules
· Successfully complete a portfolio of evidence
· Plan, deliver and reflect on an agreed Oral Health Educational exhibition/lecture with support from the Lead Tutor
 Modules
· Maintaining good Clinical Practice (Lifelong Learning, Record keeping, Evidence based Practice)
· General Health & Disease
· Patient Assessment & Management
· Planning, Delivering and Evaluating an OHE session
· Management, Leadership and working with other Allied Professionals
 Portfolio of Evidence
· 15 x Log sheets of competencies with a range of patient groups and ages
· 3 x Case studies
· Reflective accounts 
 Learning materials and support
HEIW will provide learners with:
· Links to resources to support their oral health education sessions and revision
· Regular Feedback on an individual basis
· Allocation of Verifiable CPD 
Additionally, our dedicated teaching staff will email learners monthly offering support and advice and are available to answer questions.
Contact Details 
Any enquiries about this course should be made to:  tracey.taylor2@wales.nhs.uk  
