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Earn while you learn
Specialist: Clinical 
Science - Highly 

Competitive

BSc 1st/2:1 
minimum 

requirement 
(level 6)

A-Level BC 
(level 3)/

Equivalent

PTP at Swansea 
University

Application through 
UCAS

WBL/Apprenticeship

Delivered through service - online 
and self directed. 

Application through individual 
Health Board recruitment (NHS 

Jobs website)

Band 4 
Healthcare Science 

Associate

Band 5
Registered 

Practitioner

Band 6
Specialist 

Practitioner

Band 7
Clinical Scientist

Band 8A/B
Principal

Band 8C/D
Consultant 
Practitioner

Apply

Register with Academy for Healthcare Science

Higher 
Training 
Scheme 

ACS Certificate of 
Attainment

Apply

Apply

Apply: PTP

Apply

Apply

Healthcare Science Apprenticeship 
BTEC Level 4 and top-up modules

HECert in Audiology at Swansea 
University (level 4)

Audiology Associate Practitioner

Apply

Audiology Assistant

Level 3 Diploma HCS 

Band 3 
Healthcare 

Science 
Assistant

Apply

Specialist Audiologist

Part-time degree (PTP) at Swansea University (level 6) or PTP Equivalence route

Degree route

NHS Audiology Careers in NHS Wales

Apply

NSHCS Certificate of 
Completion

Equivalence 
route

Trainee Associate Audiologist

Fast Track Associate

Application through 
individual Health 

Board recruitment 
(NHS Jobs website). 

Foundation Degree 
Audiology

Application through 
individual Health 

Board recruitment 
(NHS Jobs website).

Scientist Training Programme at 
Manchester (training in Wales)

Application through All Wales 
annual recruitment

Apply

MSc Clinical Science 
(level 7)

Work-based learning 
programme

Register with HCPC as Clinical Scientist

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

Apply

Clinical Scientist

Registered Audiologist

Trainee Clinical Scientist
Scientist 
Training 

Programme

Portfolio of evidence

Full Higher Training 
Scheme (level 7)

Portfolio of evidence

Higher Training 
Scheme Modules or 
equivalent (level 7)

Apply

Apply

Principal Clinical Scientist

AHCS Certificate of 
Equivalence

HSS 
Equivalence 

route

Portfolio of evidence

Leadership and 
Management Qualification, 

Research and Innovation 
Developments/PhD (level 8)

DClinSci/PhD (level 8)

Portfolio of evidence

Register with AHCS on Higher Specialist Scientist Register (HSSR)

Apply

£

£ £

£

£

£

£

£

Career pathway continues on to Assistant/Deputy/Executive Director of AHP and Health Science

Consultant Clinical Scientist

Clinical Director Consultant Clinical Scientist
Band 9

Clinical Director

£NHS Role Registration Funding 
available

Not available in 
all areas/cases

Follow this map from 
bottom to top

GCSEs (level 
2)/Equivalent 

prior 
experience

Foundation 
degree (level 5) 
plus evidence 

of clinical 
competence

2 A-Level sciences 
(level 3) and science 

knowledge to 
foundation degree/
diploma (level 5) or 

equivalent 

Higher 
Specialist 
Scientist 
Training

£

Apply

Entry Qualifications

Route Description

Considerations

NSHCS Certificate of 
Completion

Apply: HSST

BSc Healthcare Science 
(level 6)

PTP
Practitioner

Training 
Programme

Certificate of 
Completion

£

Apply: STP (Highly 
Competitive)


