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The assessment command verb is a word which helps learners recognise how much detail they need to provide to ensure sufficient detail in their answer to meet the assessment criteria.  The verb provides the assessor with direction of how each question needs to be answered and in how much detail.  The table below provides some guidance for the common verbs used in assessment.
	Analyse 
	Separate information into components and identify their characteristics. Discuss the pros and cons of a topic or argument and make reasoned conclusion.
Break something down into components or essential features

	Assess 
	Offer a reasoned judgement of the standard/quality of situation/ skills informed by relevant facts

	Calculate
	Generate a numerical answer

	Compare
	Identify similarities and differences

	Define
	State precisely or describe the nature, scope or meaning

	Describe
	Give an account, including all the relevant characteristics, qualities , or events. Needs to ensure sufficient detail is provided so that anyone reading the answer can understand the situation /context without having been present

	Determine
	Find out, decide e.g. what is relevant. To find a solution by following a set of procedures or to obtain a numerical value by carrying out a series of calculations

	Discuss
	Give an account that addresses a range of ideas / arguments

	Evaluate
	Make a qualitative judgement taking into account different factors and using available knowledge/experience/evidence.  A detailed examination of issues to provide a conclusion/solution

	Explain
	To give a descriptive account of the purposes or reasons

	Identify
	Recognise, list, name or otherwise characterise

	Justify
	Present a reasoned case/argument for actions or choices made

	List
	Specific, required information – could be bullet points

	Name
	To provide appropriate word(s) or term(s)

	Outline
	A description setting out the main points/characteristics

	Perform
	Present/enact/demonstrate practically

	Reflect
	Look back upon and appraise, relate to, e.g. to stated aims.  Give contemplative, balanced consideration to an issue or action

	Select
	Choose as being the most suitable for a task or purpose

	State
	Express in precise terms.

	Suggest
	Give possible alternatives, produce an idea, put forward, e.g. an idea or plan, for consideration

	Summarise
	To sum up or to put things into your own words or to create a précis of the information discussed
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